
Ag Water Board 
Regular Quarterly Meeting June 17, 2015, 2-4 pm 

Whatcom Farm Friends conference room 
AWB Board:                                                                              

__x__ Keith Boon  
__x__ Marty Maberry 

__x__ Scott Bedlington 
_____ Mike Boxx 

 __o__ Ed Blok 

 

__x_   Vern Vande Garde 
_____ Terry Lenssen 
_____ Greg Ebe 

_____ Rich Appel 
_____ Landon Van Dyk 
_____ Rod Tjoelker 

_____ Jon Maberry 
___x_ Brad Rader 
___x_ Andy Enfield 

___x_ Jeff De Jong 
_____ Rolf Haugen 

 

__x__ Fred Likkel 
__x__ Gerald Baron 
___x_ Henry Bierlink 
___t_ Bill Clarke 

___x_ Steve Jilk 
___x_ Paul Kenner 
_____ David Haggith  
___x_ Chuck Lindsay  

___x_ Eric Hirst 
___x_ Ann Russell 
___x_ Katherine Beeler 
___x_ Bert Webber 

___x_ Chuck Antholt 
___x_ Carl Reichhardt

 

x = present       o = absent with notice  t = via teleconference 

I. Administrative 
A. Approval of Minutes – April 15, May 21 
B. Budget/Financial Report 

 

WID % Insurance 
Adm/W. 

Qt. Legal 
W. 

Qual/Dr. 
Public 
Affairs TOTAL Expended Balance % 

Bertrand 24% $876 $3,600 $6,480 $3,802 $10,560 25,318 $3,285.00 $22,032.60 18.0% 

S Lynden 21% $767 $3,150 $5,670 $3,326 $9,240 22,153 $3,000.00 $19,152.90 16.5% 

Drayton 11% $402 $1,650 $2,970 $1,742 $4,840 11,604 $3,120.00 $8,483.90 17.1% 

Laurel 13% $475 $1,950 $3,510 $2,059 $5,720 13,714 $4,049.91 $9,663.79 22.2% 

Sumas 31% $1,132 $4,650 $8,370 $4,910 $13,640 32,702 $4,760.00 $27,941.90 26.1% 

  
3,650 15,000 27,000 15,840 44,000 105,490 $18,214.91 $87,275.09 100.0% 

           WID May-15 June-15 July-15 Aug-15 Sep-15 Oct-15 Nov-15 Dec-15 
  Bertrand 

  
$3,285.00 

       S Lynden $3,000.00 
         Drayton 

 
$3,120.00 

        Laurel $2,289.91 $1,760.00 
        Sumas $1,760.00 $3,000.00 
        

 
$7,049.91 $7,880.00 $3,285.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

   

Keith moved approval of the minutes and Financial Report, Jeff seconded, motion carried 
unanimously.   

 

II. Water Negotiations 
A. Recap of June 3rd meeting at Lummi and farmer discussion that evening.    
B. Timeline towards negotiations – Lummi is meeting with the County and the Cities 

July 17th to explain their ideas.   It is not realistic to think that any negotiations 
would commence before fall.    

C. Strategy 
i. Ag Water use data  

1. WID Management Plans – Henry is working with a team to develop new 
management plans for Sumas, South Lynden, Laurel and Drayton and 
updating the Bertrand plan.    These plans address current and potential 



habitat, water quality, drainage, water use, water rights, and fish 
presence.    

2. WSU Water project  -  Hirst ag water use paper  - Eric made the point 
that you can’t manage what you don’t measure.   Collecting water use 
data is important for both planning and evaluating the effects of 
management changes.     

ii. Groundwater model update – Chuck Lindsay provided an overview of the 
purpose and goals of the project.   Gathering and analyzing aquifer data and 
connecting it with surface water models should help us understand the effect of 
groundwater withdrawals on stream flows.   The current work is funded at 
$200k and will be completed in late 2016.   Another $750k is a projected need 
to finish the modeling to achieve the goal.     

iii. Outline of Ag Counter Proposals – Bill relayed his thoughts and the results of 
conversations he’s had with Ecology about where the Lummi proposal might be 
headed.   He noted that it is reasonable to work within the 5 subject areas 
presented by Lummi (In-stream flow, Water quality, habitat, water supply, and 
accountability).  We should be able to articulate what famers would like to see 
done in each of these areas to help farms much as Lummi has done to help fish.   
It should become our expression of what we want to achieve.    Bill emphasized 
the importance of working with Ecology to guarantee water supply for 
agriculture.   He hopes to be working with Henry and Fred over the summer to 
draft a 3-10 page outline for these five areas.  Henry and Fred will be working 
with the WID members to get feedback on these ideas with a hope of having an 
agreed upon set of positions ready for the September WID and AWB meetings.    

iv. AWB Negotiation team – at this point Bill leads this team with assistance from 
Fred and Henry.   Brad wondered if we needed other expertise in the technical 
or legal areas to better prepare for this.  Bill will be reviewing other tribal water 
settlements and adjudications to help determine our need and who might help 
contribute.    

 

III. All WID meetings – June 3rd , evening of  September 17th is the prime option.    
A. List of issues needing legal clarity 

i. Mitigation for hydraulic permits, groundwater withdrawals 
ii. Metering requirements 

iii. Use it or lose it – relinquishment 
iv. Water quality from Canada 
v. Drainage District water – who owns? 

vi. How is a “sustainable fishery” defined and who defines it 
vii. Sediment removal 

viii. Storage potential  
ix.    (looking for more questions/topics) 

      Bill intends to provide a brief review of each of these issues leading towards 
discussion at the WID meetings and contribution towards the Counter Proposal 
document.    

B. Updates on water quality and water negotiations will be provided at the larger 
farmer meeting in September.    

 

IV. PUD Strategic Plan – meeting with Kenner and Jilk – The PUD has completed an updated 
strategic plan to guide their 2016 Budget and wanted feedback from their constituents.   



The PUD provides some irrigation and stock water to farmers and may do more if the 
community desires such assistance.   They have also been a partner in water resource 
planning for farmers and the entire community as part of the leadership of the WRIA #1 
Watershed Management Project.   Farmers were encouraging the PUD to remain a partner 
in these areas and discussed potential places where this may occur.    
 

V. Communication/Education – Gerald’s proposal, outlined  accepted by the AWB in May was 
endorsed by all the WID boards.   Gerald is in the discovery phase and is working on 
presenting a recommended package to the AWB that builds on the dairy work he’s already 
developed.   A subcommittee of the AWB consisting of Scott, Brad, Chuck,  Ed Blok, Marty, 
and Jon De Jong will give Gerald feedback on this as it develops.   The AWB website will be 
incorporated into this recommendation.   Marty suggested a graphic depiction of the 
amount of food grown here in relation to the amount of water used.     

 

VI. New Business 
A.  Fred noted that the CRM process on water quality will try to have a July meeting. 
B.  Dairy leaders plan a farm tour for Lummi Business Council members in early July.    
 

VIII. Adjournment - Next Meeting – September 16th 


