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Different seasons mean different things to each of us. 
For many, summer is the season of blue sky, sunny 
weather and vacations! For farmers though, summer 
often means far more than that. It starts with early 
mornings, long days, and the sound of tractors and 
the smell of freshly worked fields. Later on its hot 
summer days with smell of growing plants and the 
hum of irrigation equipment. It’s the satisfaction of 
seeing your work be turned into delicious food. It 
can also be a season for introspection. What have we 
learned, where are we going?

Four years ago four new Watershed Improvement 
Districts (WID’s) were formed and together with the 
existing WID’s formed the Ag Water Board (AWB). 
These groups were formed to serve the landowners 
interests in the ever-changing environment we face 
politically here in Whatcom County and Washington 
state. While we are still a young organization, we 
want to assure you that we are working hard to deal 
with both the threats and opportunities that exist for 
agriculture.

Those threats are very real to us. Challenges exist 
on water rights, water quality, and land use to name 
a few. But as we grow and learn, we find so are the 
opportunities to engage in solutions that benefit us. 
Here are just a couple of examples of how that looks:

Threat: Water law and recent actions by Ecology and 
others have threatened the precarious legal access 
to water for many of our farmers.

Opportunity: We have helped develop solutions 
by connecting with resources on obtaining or 
changing water rights for irrigation. We’ve also 
helped to develop information regarding water right 
regulations and the benefits/risks associated with 
the water right change/transfer process, available 

in “The Farmers Guide to the Water Right Change/
Transfer Process”.
  
Threat: Endangered salmon species has led to 
much stricter and at times unrealistic rules for what 
farmers can do for drainage issues.

Opportunity: By developing relationships with 
Whatcom County, Washington Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW), and working in concert with the Whatcom 
Conservation District we have developed tools such 
as ongoing 5-year permits that are giving us a chance 
to improve drainage. We may also be able to help 
with providing any mitigation for drainage work that 
WDFW may require.
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We have also spent plenty of time on water quality and land use issues. These too 
provide us with both threats and opportunities. All of these issues provide us with 
opportunities to both defend positions vital to agriculture while also looking for 
ways to collaborate on solutions.

In the rest of this newsletter you will read about some specific projects within each 
individual WID. Please feel free to respond with comments and questions.  We are 
looking at starting associate board member position for each of the WIDs to start 
the process of developing the next leaders. Those interested would receive full 
meeting agendas and be consulted on all WID decisions. The WIDs are only as 
strong as their leaders. Please join us as we continue to provide a positive place 
for farms into the future. 

Message from the President, cont’d.

Scott Bedlington, third generation 
seed potato farmer, is the president 
of the Ag Water Board.

Sumas WID www.sumaswid.com

The Sumas WID Board prioritized these action items for 2019: 1) Continued water quality 
testing and education, 2) Ditch cleaning and maintenance projects, 3) Outreach with our 
land owners, and 4) Working with WDFW and County Road Dept. on culvert replacements.  
We helped to complete a major drainage improvement project east of Sumas by cooper-
ating with DID #15 and NRCS.  Fred reviewed some pictures WSDA had provided at the 
Manure Mgt. Training session in January.  Much has approved but there are still issues that 
need continued attention.  The water quality alert letter sent out by each of the WIDs in 
January was noted as an example of proactive work. We closely review all the water quality 
monitoring data collected each month and have made many landowner contacts alerting 
our neighbors to potential water quality issues. Improvements have been documented. 

Brad Rader, berry farmer, is the 
president of Sumas WID and vice- 
president of Whatcom Family Farmers.

South Lynden WID  www.southlyndenwid.com

The South Lynden WID established 2019 Action items as: 1) Work with WCD on DNA 
sequencing to better inform water quality decision making, 2) Continued water quality 
testing, 3) Work with AWB to resolve the water supply challenge, and 4) Build on the 
5-year drainage to accomplish improved drainage.  The Board is proud that the SL fecal 
numbers are among the lowest in the Nooksack drainage. Our water quality testing has 
helped identify non ag sources and by working with the Health Department these sources 
have been addressed. We worked with the PUD to identify potential water storage sites 
that would contribute to improved water management and water supplies to address the 
lack of adequate water rights in the WID. PUD conducted a preliminary study on potential 
storage sites around the county and results of that study were presented to the SLWID in 
January. WDFW’s fish screening crew outlined the fish screening requirements for surface 
water diversions in fish bearing streams. We are working with them on providing costshare 
assistance to farmers to install these screens. 

Landon Van Dyk, dairy farmer and 
berry farmer, is the president of 
South Lynden WID.
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Laurel WID www.laurelwid.com

The Laurel WID established 2019 Action Items as: 1) Support Ag Water Board for efforts in 
legal negotiations and lobbying, 2) Build on the 5-year permit for drainage work by commu-
nicating the ability to make use of our permits to landowners and partners in the WID. We 
are partnering with the WCD, NSEA, and Whatcom County Public Works on an East Hemmi 
drainage improvement project. 3) Continue to make use of DNA technology for water quali-
ty.  We continue to work with the Ten Mile Clean Water Project and Ecology on water quality 
monitoring and landowner education and improvements in water quality have been demon-
strated which reinforces these efforts. Whatcom County also reported an infusion of grant 
funding for the PDR program.  There is a September 1 deadline for this round of applications.  
The County expects the WIDs and AWB to be involved in ranking the applications for where 
they will do the most for ag protection.  The Board also brainstormed pilot projects to be 
addressed by the Whatcom PW Flood Division that is likely to receive state funding which 
includes $600k for an ag/fish/flood project(s).  

Mike Boxx, berry farmer, is the pres-
ident of the Laurel WID, serves on Ag 
Water Board.

Drayton WID www.draytonwid.com

The Drayton WID Board developed 2019 Action Items as: 1) Continue to work on new and 
existing water supply options, 2) Continue to monitor water quality and identify areas with 
chronic water quality violations, 3) Working with farmers on legal avenues to move water 
around…spreading, piping, water bank, transfers, 4) Public relations…use Family Farmers 
to dispute misinformation about farming, 5) Habitat – encourage restoration, culvert re-
placements, buffers and other practices that benefit fish habitat, and 6) Address areas in 
Water Law that hinder conservation and BMPs (i.e. relinquishment, year-round closures, 
water use calculations). Drayton’s major project has been cooperating with the PUD and 
Birch Bay Water and Sewer District on projects that could bring additional water into our 
WID. These projects have the potential to add several thousand gallons per minute of wa-
ter from existing PUD supplies or deep aquifers. We are likely to be a pilot project under 
the Drainage Based Management program where continued work on identifying custom-
ers for this water and developing practical means to move the water will be addressed.  We 
just completed work on a 5-year Programmatic Drainage Permit and have been actively 
engaged with DID #7 on coordinating drainage improvement and mitigation projects.

Rod Tjoelker, Dairy farmer, is the 
president of the Drayton WID.

Bertrand WID www.bertrandwid.com

The Bertrand WID established 2019 Goals as: 1) Seek approval for a permanent water right 
permit for Augmentation projects, 2) Complete additional surface to ground water transfers, 
3) Pursue 5-year programmatic drainage permit (completed), 4) Maintain water quality mon-
itoring program, 5) Complete a fish friendly tidegate on Duffner Ditch (in design phase with 
plans to complete this summer), 6) Identify and replace priority fish blocking culverts, and 7) 
Engage BC landowners and agencies in water quality concerns. Both the Augmentation and 
Conversion projects are packaged in a Drainage Based Management program with the Ber-
trand as a pilot drainage. We are hopeful that this program will develop the agreements and 
law changes we need to manage water more effectively for both fish and farmers.  The BWID 
also is engaged with the Whatcom County Flood Management Board in identifying potential 
projects that will protect ag lands from flooding and add more fish habitat. 

Vern Vande Garde, retired dairy 
farmer and current berry farm man-
ager is the president of the Bertrand 
WID.
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North Lynden WID www.northlyndenwid.com

The North Lynden WID Board developed 2019 goals to: 1. Continue water quality mon-
itoring - work with the county on the PIC program, 2. Connect with BC farmers, land-
owners, and agencies regarding water quality, 3. Ditch maintenance on local ditches 
- demonstrate difference in water quality sampling improvement, 4. Continue contacts 
with neighbors regarding practices - request that ERTS complaints be routed to the NL-
WID - strive to be the first point of contact, 5. Spray ditches annually for Reed Canary 
grass, 6. Make use of 5 year permit for drainage maintenance. Find funding and com-
plete mitigation for projects; 7. Work on Culvert repair and replacement, and 8. Stay 
current with groundwater protection efforts. Water quality within our WID continually 
gets better and better. We are pleased that on January 23rd the cancellation of the 
spring closure on Portage Bay was announced. This is truly a testament to the hard and 
difficult work by farmers through their WIDs. We are also pleased with improved com-
munication with the agencies and landowners in BC. Finally, we are working with Ecol-
ogy on a Nitrate monitoring project. The numbers are coming down from early studies 
but there is still work to do.

Larry Stap, dairy farmer, is the presi-
dent of North Lynden WID, serves on 
a state ag committee and is president 
of the state farm advocacy group, 
Save Family Farming.

Laurel  10:00 a.m.  Second Monday
Bertrand 2:00 p.m.  Second Monday
Sumas  1:00 p.m. Second Tuesday

South Lynden 3:00 p.m.  Second Tuesday
North Lynden 10:00 a.m. Third Tuesday
Drayton 3:00 p.m. Third Tuesday

WIDs Meeting Schedule


